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About PolitiFact 

•  Fact-checking site of  Tampa Bay 
Times 
•  10 state affiliates 
•  Research claims and rate them 
on Truth-O-Meter 



About PolitiFact 

•  Original sources 
•  “Reported conclusion” 
journalism 
•  Each item reviewed and rated by 
3 editors 



The statement is accurate and 
there’s nothing significant 

missing. 



The statement is accurate but 
needs clarification or additional 

information. 



The statement is partially accurate 
but leaves out important details or 

takes things out of context. 



The statement contains some 
element of truth but ignores 

critical facts that would give a 
different impression. 



The statement is not accurate. 



The statement is not accurate 
and makes a ridiculous claim.  









Fact-checks on guns 

•  130+ since 2007 
•  Politicians 
•  Groups such as NRA, Brady 
Campaign  
•  Facebook posts, emails, 
tweets 



Themes of gun 
claims 



Lots of guns, lots of killings 



Current laws insufficient 



Guns aren’t the problem 



Gun control works 



They’re coming for our guns! 



Unintended consequences 



Other gun claims 











Gun claims on the 
Truth-O-Meter 

Disclaimer: This is journalism, not social science. Fact-checks 
are chosen because they are newsworthy and provocative and 
are not selected at random. Statistics reflect only the claims we 
have chosen to check. 



Rating Gun claims All claims 

True 18% 18% 

Mostly True 26 17 

Half True 26 22 

Mostly False 6 15 

False 15 20 

Pants on Fire 9 9 

How gun ratings compare 

Based on 137 gun fact-checks and all National items, 2007-2013 



Rating Opponents Supporters 

True 17% 20% 

Mostly True 16 38 

Half True 22 30 

Mostly False 7 3 

False 24 8 

Pants on Fire 14 2 

Comparing opponents and supporters of gun control 

Based on 137 gun fact-checks 



 The 40% claim: 
the talking point 

of the year 



“Why wouldn’t we want to close 
the loophole that allows as 
many as 40 percent of all gun 
purchases to take place without 
a background check?” 

- President Barack Obama, March 28, 2013 







The 40% claim 

•  Favorite line of  gun control 
supporters 
•  Said by President Obama, VP 
Biden, senators, House 
members, many others 



The 40% claim 

•  Old number based on 1997 
study using 1994 survey 
•  Small sample – just 251 
•  Margin error +/– 6 pts 
•  Authors acknowledge it’s out 
of  date & misused 







Sources for gun claims 

•  Independent, original sources 
•  Academia 
•  Look at PolitiFact source lists 
•  Disclose funding and ties 



Sources 

•  Gary Kleck, Florida State Univ. 
•  Phil Cook, Duke University 
•  Disclose funding and ties 



See PolitiFact sources 



“Because of the lack of the ability of 
federal agencies to be able to even 
keep records, we’re not — we can’t 
say with absolute certainty what I’m 
about to say is correct…” 

- Vice President Joe Biden 



“I have no idea (if it’s still a valid 
number).This survey was done 
almost 20 years ago … it’s a very old 
number.”  

-  Phil Cook 
Co-author of original study 


